A PROCLAMA TIO N: 


Conceraing the Advocats. | 


2H ARLES, bytheGrace of GOD, King of Great Brittain, France and Ireland, Defender df the Faith, To | 

| | 1 Heraulds, Macers, Purſevants or Meſſengers at 
Arms, Our Sheriffs in that part, conjunctly and ſeverally, ſpecially eonſtitute, Greeting: Having underſtood that the Lord Amont, and 
thereafter the Earl of Abeyn had appealed from the Lords of Out Council and Seffion to Us, and Our Eſtates of Patliament; And 


- Cauſes , to give their Oaths, whether they had given advice for giving in thoſe appeals: Which they refuſed to do, though by their Oaths, 


cats did offer a paper, not in Relation to the Appeals in queſtion, but ſtating another kind of Appeal, having only the effect of a Proteſta- 
tion for remeed of Law without fiſting Proceſs : This they did aſſert upon ſeveral reaſons , which were preſented unto Us from them, and in their name, and 
were conſidered by us, together with the account of that affair communicate to Us by a Letter from the ſaids Lords of Our Seſsion under all their hands: And 
upon the whole matter, We did clearly perceive, that thoſe Advocats had ſtated themſelves in an unreaſonable and unneceſſary oppoſition to the faids Lords, of 
very pernicious conſequence, giving occaſion to beget jealoufic in Us and Our Eftates of Parliament, as if the ſaids Lords did aſſume greater power to them- 
ſelves, than We and Our Royal Progenitors, with advice of their Eſtates had inveſted them with: In which we were fully cleared by the expreſs Statute 
of Our Royal Predeceſſor King Fames the Second, declaring, That all Cauſes cognoſcible by the Lordi of S eſtion ſhould be utterly determined and decided by them 
without any remeed of Appellation to the King oy to the Parbjamens And by the inſtitution of the Colledge of Juſtice, by King Fames the Fifth, communi- 
cating to the Senators thereof the ſame power; And by a Letter from Our Eſtates of Parliament to Us of the eight of 0#ober, One thouſand fix hundred 
and fixty three, beating, That they could not proceed to the review of 4 Decree given by de b of beet upon-vnreteariny perner ; eſpecially upon the 
reaſons debated and determined by the Lords , as never having been done by any Parliament authorized by Us , or any of Our ſo numerons Progenitors , ſince the 
reverſing amy ſuch decree » muſt needs be upon theiniquity of the Judges of the Supream Judicatory of that K ingdom in matters Civil, from whom there is no 
Appeal by the Laws of the Nation , the —— of which being in great rudence ſo ordered, and ſuch qualifications in the Fudges required, that if their Sem» 
tences be not wltimatly definitive , it may = 4 way to unſecure Our Sub jecłs in their rights and properties: Wherewith We were abundantly ſatisfied, and do 
fully approve Our Lords of Seſſion , their rejecting thoſe and all ſuch Appeals; and do acquit all and every one of them from any queſtion thatcan be 
moved upon that account. Upon this occaſion, We did by Our Letter to them of the nineteenth of ay laſt, declare, That we found it indiſpenſably neceſlar 
for Our ſervice, and the maintenance of Our Authority, and for the quiet and ſecurity of Our Subjects in their Fortunes and Eſtates, that the Honour and 
Authority of Our Colledge of Juſtice be inviolably preſerves, and that there be an entire confidence in, and deference to all the Decreets and Sentences thereof: 
And Wedid , and do again aſſure the ſuids Lords, that we will conſtantly maintain Our Authority exerciſed in that Court againſt all incroachments, in- 
dignitics and reproaches z And did declare Our difatisfaQion with, and abhorrence of —_—_— And, did ſtrictly prohibit the charging of any ofthe De- 
creets or Sentences of Seffion with injuſtice, whether in the tearms of Appeals, Proteſtation , Supplication, Information, or any other way , publickly orpri- 
vatly , under the pain of being utterly ſecluded from exercing any office in, or depending upon the Colledge of Juſtice, And We were graciouſly pleaſed, 
that the ſaids Lords ſhould proceed no further againſt thoſe Advocats, who refuſed to give their Oaths concerning their acceſſion co thele Appeals, if they 
did ſolemnly diſown the ame, and all other Appeals and Proteſtations which might any wiſe import the charging of the Sentences and Interloquitors of the 
Lords with injuſtice ; And in caſe, they did refuſe to diſown the ſame , We did peremptorily command the Lords to debar them from any part of their functi- 
on, as Advocats in time coming: And though the ſaids Lords, by a Letter to Us, of the fourth day of Jy laſt , did explain Our Letter, and take off all 
pretences that might ſeem to ſtraiten them and others in their employ ments; Vet not only they did refuſe to diſown Appeals, But when thereupon th 
were debarred, about fourty more Advocats (of whom nothing was r: quired ) did deſert the houſe that very day. We did by Our laſt Letter to the ſrids 
Lords of the fourteenth day of July laſt , approve, what they in purſuar.ce of Our Royal pleaſure had done in Relation to thoſe Advocats, who had deſer- 
ted their ſtation ; Since which time, underſtanding their Factious Practiſes, We have by Our Letter to Our Privy Council ordered, that .:one of thoſe 
Advocats be within twelve miles of Edinburgh, till they give (atisfaftion to the Lords of Our Seſſion; yet none of them hitherto hath made applica- 
tion. Whereby , and by rheir whole carriage in this matter, We are convinced, that in a factious way, they do forbear to give or offer ſatis faction, each for 
himſelf ſeveralſy, until they all come in joyntly together upon ſuch tearms asthey ſhall think fit, which is a very dangerous preparative, and highly pre- 


judicial to our ſervice. We doubt not, but moſt of them are abuſed in this — by the threats and * of others, who, no doubt, have 
tha 


uſed the ſame endeavours with thoſe who have adhered to Our ſervice, It is therefore Our Royal pleaſure , that Our Lords of Seſſion give te theſe Ad- 
vocats, who have remained in their duties, all encouragement and countenance in their Employment. And We do declare, that We will not allow a greater 
number of the with-drawers to be re- admitted than the number of thoſe who did continue in their Station: And We do declare, in the word of a Prince, that 
ſuch of thoſe Advocats who have withdrawn, as hall not betwixt and the twenty eighth. day of January next, make application to the ſaids Lords of 
Seſsion, for their re-entry ( to be preſented to Us in manner formerly preſcribed by Us ) ſhall never be re-admitted to that Function at any time hereaf- 
ter. And to the end that this Our Royal pleaſure may be made known to all Our Subjects, We have thought fit that Publication ſhould be made there- 
of. O U R WILL is herefore, and We command and charge you, that-incontinent theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye paſſe to the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh 
and other places needful ; And there, by open Proclamation, make publication of Our Royal pleaſure in the Premiſſes , with the uſual Solemnities, that 
none may pretend ignorance. The which to do, We commit to you conjunctlyand ſeverally Our full Power, by theſe Our Letters , delivering them by you 
duely execute and indorſat again to the Bearer. Gi ven at Our Court at Whitehall, the twelfth day of December 1674. years, and of Our Reign the twenty 
ſixth year. 


God Save the King. 
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that this being a ſtrange and unaccuſtomed —.— The ſaids Lords did require the Advocats t hat did appear for the parties in thoſe 
at their admiffion , they have ſworn obedience to the ſaids Lords; But in ſtead of anſwering what was by them propoſed , the ſaids Advo- 
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